Explanatory Statement

You must write an explanatory statement in which you explain your choices as a writer. It should be approximately  300-400 words in length. It must include discussion of the following:

Prompt

Discuss how you have drawn upon the prompt – identify the key idea(s) contained within the statement and explain how you have explored it/them in your piece.

Set Text

[bookmark: _GoBack]Provide a detailed explanation of the connections between your piece and the play, using examples.

Form

This is the text type you have chosen for your piece of writing. You need to identify the form that you have selected, your reason for selecting this form and the structural features and conventions of the form.

Purpose – Why am I writing?

Purpose refers to what you are trying to achieve with the piece, e.g. ‘I have written this piece with the purpose of exploring the idea that the roles people adopt when faced with conflict reveal who they truly are as individuals.’ Examples of purpose can be to entertain, to persuade, to instruct, to inform, to reflect, to report.

Audience – Who am I writing for?

Audience is intrinsic to the form and purpose you have chosen as it is determined by who would want to read (or listen to) this piece. It will influence the way you write and the language you use. The audience may be authentic or imagined, but it must be specific. It may be a specific age group or a group of people with particular interests or experiences. The important thing is that you make your language choices appropriate to your intended audience. 

Language Choices

Consideration of form, purpose and audience will help you decide on appropriate language choices for the piece. Language choices include structure, language features and literary techniques. You must use metalanguage in explaining your decisions.

For example, in a persuasive piece you will need to discuss the use of persuasive language techniques such as attacks and the use of emotive language. In an imaginative piece, you would need to discuss your use of descriptive techniques such as simile and metaphor and dialogue. In an expository piece, you would need to explain why you have chosen to write in either first person or third person and in a formal or informal style. You also need to explain how your language choices are appropriate for your audience. For example, the use of a sophisticated vocabulary is suited to a more mature and educated readership.




Suggested Structure

Paragraph 1 
· Clearly state both the mode (imaginative, persuasive or expository) in which you have written and the form of your piece
· Discuss how you have drawn upon the prompt – identify the key idea(s) and how you have explored it in your piece
· You may also like to briefly describe the connection between your piece and the play in terms of the key idea(s) you are exploring
Paragraph 2 
· Explain why you have chosen this particular form
· Explain your purpose and audience (in terms of your chosen form)
Paragraph 3 
· Detailed explanation of the connections between your piece and the play, using examples 
Paragraphs 4 & 5 
· Discussion and analysis of your specific language choices – informed by purpose, form and audience -  including structure, language features and literary techniques. Don’t forget to use appropriate metalanguage.
