Structure and Features of a Persuasive Speech

Introduction

Always try to find a way to grab your audience’s attention.  Open boldly.  Often speakers will use the following techniques to ensure a stimulating introduction:

· Pose a question that makes people think

· Introduce some impressive facts or statistics

· Begin with a personal anecdote 
Your introduction should lead people naturally into understanding what you are going to talk about and why it is important.  

As you are presenting a persuasive speech, you need to clearly state your contention or point of view on your chosen issue and briefly outline your argument (the main points in support of your contention).  Very briefly provide some background information about your issue and explain how it has arisen. Remember that your audience is composed of listeners, not readers.

Body

In the body of your speech you must present your argument.  You should clearly introduce each of your main points in turn, explaining them fully and supporting them with evidence (facts, examples, statistics, quotes from experts). Remember to make clear links between each of your points and your contention. You should also include at least one rebuttal argument.

Try to employ a range of persuasive language techniques to engage your audience and enhance the impact of your argument, e.g. appeals, inclusive language

Signposting your main points with terms like ‘firstly’ and ‘secondly’ can be very effective in assisting your audience to follow your argument.  Other linking words such as ‘furthermore’ and ‘similarly’ are also effective.

Repetition is another important technique for engaging listeners. Repeat key words throughout your speech. Conclude your discussion of each main point in your argument by restating the point.

When presenting your speech, ensure that there is a clear break between each point that is made.  These breaks can most easily be signaled by a pause, followed by a change in tone and pace.  Without this, it can become difficult for your listeners to distinguish one point from another.  

Arrange your points carefully to ensure that your argument develops clearly and logically. Your listeners should be able to follow your argument easily. Ask yourself: which ordering of these points will give my speech the greatest impact?  It is often effective to begin with your least important point and work up to your most important point.

Conclusion
The conclusion of a speech is vital.  This is the section people will remember most easily, because it is the most recent.  For this reason, the words you use in your conclusion need to have as much impact as possible.  

In your conclusion, you must restate your point of view and summarise your argument but, most importantly, you need to finish strongly.  Sometimes a quotation or a call to action may be useful in achieving this effect. Do not provide any new information.

Further Tips

- Consider your intended audience: background, prior knowledge, interests, etc.

- Employ a confident, engaging and direct tone

- Use humour only if you feel confident, and avoid weak jokes

- Use casual or colloquial language if appropriate
- Use objective, logical arguments to support your viewpoint that rely on facts and information, 
   rather than feelings

- Avoid being too emotional or belittling the opposing side – this can destroy your credibility and 
   will only alienate your listeners

- Consider opposing viewpoints and rebut or reject them (by explaining why they are weak) to make 
   your own arguments appear more worthy and convincing. 

