English Unit 3
Structure for Language Analysis (Hybrid Approach)

Introduction

Clearly state the issue and briefly explain how it has arisen. 

Name the type of texts, the authors, when and where they were published. Restate each writer’s (and the photographer/cartoonist’s) contention in your own words and explain their purpose. (For example, are they writing in response to a previous article or a controversial stance taken by a key stakeholder?) Identify the intended audience for each piece.

Identify the tone of each text (or use tone as a phrase in the contention sentence, e.g. ‘In an angry tone, the writer contends that...’).

 Signpost your analysis by listing the persuasive strategies employed by each of the writers (and the photographer/cartoonist) that you will discuss in the body of your piece. Briefly outline the similarities and differences in their use of language.
Paragraph 1
Begin with a topic sentence about the first text, stating the writer’s viewpoint on the issue. Explore the purpose and intended audience for the piece as you discuss how they are positioning the reader.

Identify 2 persuasive techniques the writer has used, BUT DON’T JUST LIST THEM. Explain how the writer has used each strategy to position or manipulate readers to support their contention, describing in detail its intended effects. Link your analysis of each strategy to key points in the writer’s argument. Quote each of the strategies (no more than one sentence - key words and phrases are most effective). Conclude with a linking sentence to the next paragraph or back to the writer’s contention or purpose.
Paragraph 2
Begin with a topic sentence about the second text, stating the writer’s viewpoint on the issue. Explore the purpose and intended audience for the piece as you discuss how they are positioning the reader.

Identify 2 persuasive techniques the writer has used, BUT DON’T JUST LIST THEM. Explain how the writer has used each strategy to position or manipulate readers to support their contention, describing in detail its intended effects. Link your analysis of each strategy to key points in the writer’s argument. Quote each of the strategies (no more than one sentence - key words and phrases are most effective). Conclude with a linking sentence to the next paragraph or back to the writer’s contention or purpose.
Paragraph 3
Begin with a topic sentence about the third text (the image), stating the photographer/cartoonist’s viewpoint on the issue. Explore the purpose and intended audience for the piece as you discuss how they are positioning the reader.

Describe the image. Explain how visual (and written) language has been used to position or manipulate readers to support the image’s contention, describing in detail the intended effect on readers. Use quotes only if analysing examples of written language. Conclude with a linking sentence to the next paragraph or back to the author’s contention or purpose.
Paragraph 4 
(Look at the similarities in techniques to explore the differences in purposes and intended effects on readers)

Begin with a statement about the similarities in the texts. Compare - that is, look at the similarities between the texts (it may be persuasive strategies or tone) and explain what effect the similarities have. Explore how the similarities in the texts have been used for different purposes. Use examples and quotes from each of the texts to support your analysis. 
e.g. Both authors have used rhetorical questions in their piece. While Riley uses it to attack the government for its stupidity in allowing teenagers to drink while underage, Smith uses a rhetorical question to show that it is the parents’ fault, not that of the government when it comes to teen binge drinking. 
Paragraph 5 
(Look at the difference in techniques used to explore the similarities in purpose and intended effects on readers.)

Begin with a statement about the differences in the texts. Contrast - that is, look at the differences between the texts (it may be persuasive strategies or tone) and explain what effect these differences have. Explore how the differences in the texts have been used for a similar purpose. Use examples and quotes from each of the texts to support your analysis. 
e.g. Bolt, in using expert evidence from clinical psychologist Rachel Brown, positions the reader to agree with his contention that teenage binge drinking is a problem in our society. At the same time Riley is positioning her audience to agree with her contention, although she uses evidence in the form of an emotional anecdote about teen alcoholic Sally in order to do so. 

e.g. Harvey uses emotive language to evoke readers’ anger, positioning them to agree with her contention that the council should support local business owners. With a similar purpose, Mitchell uses an appeal to the hip pocket nerve. He defends the council’s decision not to provide support by arguing that it would result in local residents having to pay higher rates which provokes an angry response from readers.
Conclusion

Recap the issue and restate the contention of each author and the tone adopted. Summarise your compare and contrast analysis. Consider the overall style of each piece. Is it logical and reasoned, or overly emotive?
Further Advice

· The above structure is only a basic outline. As you experiment with advanced vocabulary and more sophisticated analysis, you can mix the order of sentences in your paragraphs in order to gain maximum effect.

· A more sophisticated, high scoring response will not discuss the image completely separately to the two written texts. It will also incorporate an analysis of the visual and written language of the image into the similarities and differences paragraphs, for example, by exploring similarities in purpose and effect of specific language features.
